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Dear Parent, 

  

I wanted to provide you with some updates as we prepare for the virtual learning mandated by the 

Montgomery County Board of Health. 

  

Preschool, Pre-K, and Montessori 

  

We are happy to announce that as the County’s directive specifically applied to K-8, we are able to 

keep our preschool, pre-K, and Montessori programs running in the school building during the 

closure. This comes after assessing the Montgomery County ruling, speaking to our teachers who 

asked for the opportunity to remain in-person, and after discussion with our Health and Safety 

Committee. Drop off and pick up procedures for those students will remain the same. Lunch service 

will not be provided, so students must come with their snacks and meals. We will continue to follow 

all cleaning and sanitizing procedures for these classrooms. Please indicate whether you will be 

sending your preschool, pre-K, or Montessori child into school or keeping them at home and 

participating in virtual learning by filling out this survey by the end of day Thursday.  We will 

prepare materials to send home with your child if you are learning from home.  We do ask 

families who will be expanding their household circle at Thanksgiving to choose the 

virtual option. 

  

Kindergarten to Grade 8 

  

All of our other classes -- kindergarten to grade 8 -- will be held virtually on Monday, November 23 

and Tuesday, November 24 and then again from Monday, November 30 to Friday, December 4. 

Please note that this Tuesday, November 24 will follow a Friday schedule to make up for the fewer 

Fridays we have been in session this trimester.  

  

As the all-virtual and hybrid students have been experiencing, students will receive live instruction 

from their teachers for the entirety of the school day, except for the already scheduled masks breaks 

and lunch/recess times. Students will follow the same schedules they have been all year, starting 

with homeroom at 8:10 a.m. and ending with prayers at 2:45 p.m. Our teachers are providing copies 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfy1SOhJFcW4HP3bOLJhfQ9j2mzeQxx4hzKdIfzNtUncsf4Ig/viewform


of each child’s schedule to make sure they are all prepared for the transition. This week, teachers are 

also giving students refreshers on using Zoom and accessing work virtually to aid those students who 

have been learning in person all year. Our teachers will of course be in touch with you with any 

additional information you may need about their specific classes.  

  

Although we are praying to have the students back on campus on December 7, we are preparing in 

the event that the county or state extends the closure through Christmas. Therefore, over the course 

of the next few days, your students will be bringing home all of the textbooks and materials they may 

need. Distance learning and blue-hybrid families, your teacher(s) will be in touch about picking up 

any additional materials. 

  

In Closing 

  

As your family prepares for the transition, we encourage you to review the 2020-2021 Remote 

Learning and Attire Guidelines with your children, both of which can be found here on our website. 

Please also note that our tech support team will be available to help your family with any technical 

issues that may arise.  You should save this email so you can click here or visit our website homepage 

to submit a request to the tech helpdesk at any time.  Our tech staff and admins will be working, both 

in the building and at home to provide support, as always.  Thank you as always for your incredible 

support and understanding.   Know that we look forward to welcoming your children back on 

campus as soon as we can! 

  

And finally, as we enter the most unusual Thanksgiving of our lifetimes, I ask you to remember all of 

the things for which we are indeed thankful.  I myself am thankful for family members, friends, 

co-workers, students, and WMA family members who had and survived COVID, for the successful 2+ 

months of in-person learning with amazing staff and students following strict protocols successfully, 

and for the amazing support of our families, especially our Health & Safety Committee during this 

time.  In closing, I want to leave you with a part of A Coronavirus Prayer by Kerry Weber, Associate 

in Mercy & Editor at America Magazine: Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of 

uncertainty and sorrow.  Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering 

from this illness or only a few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and 

prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us your peace.  Amen.  

  

 

In Mercy, 

Ann Marie 

 

 

 

 

https://www.waldronmercy.org/academic-plan
https://sites.google.com/waldronmercy.org/wmafamilytechresources/home

